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CPSC Mandate  

a) Raise awareness of effective 

violence prevention / health  

promotion strategies for youth  

b) Work with educators and  

community partners to adopt and 

evaluate such strategies to best 

fit their needs  

c) Train students and  

professionals in each region to 

mobilize prevention  

resources and concepts  

d) Expand research and  

knowledge on effective  

community -based prevention 

strategies  

e) Create a national resource on 

Canadian programs and their 

evidence base  

Greetings from the Director 

I am pleased to bring greetings on behalf of the 

Canadian Prevention Science Cluster.  Our clus-

ter was established in April 2008, and is cur-

rently entering its third year. SSHRC  

developed the cluster grantsðseven year grants 

renewable for another seven yearsðwith the 

intent and purpose to connect people with like 

interests. Our cluster was established because 

of a similar interest of prevention science. 

The goal of our cluster is to bring together  

leading researchers in this area to discuss and 

work together on prevention initiatives. Through 

an understanding of all memberôs activities, we 

can obtain a clear understanding of how the 

cluster can connect people and assist various 

initiatives. 

There are four hubs in our cluster ï Ontario, 

British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia.  

The Ontario hub is the largest since it spans the 

widest geographical proximity.   

The notion of a hub is to introduce ourselves to one 

another and expand our connections. Networking is 

particularly challenging since we are all working in 

different areas (i.e., practical, clinical, educational); 

although our various interests are our strength. 

A key facet for this cluster is to eventually merge 

prevention science initiatives and provide  

opportunities for those researching and working in 

prevention areas to collaborate together.  Through 

regular hub and cluster communications (e.g., 

meetings, emails, conference calls, and reports), 

our cluster members will be able to continue  

sharing and collaborating in the future. 

 

Your sincerely, 

Dr. David Wolfe 

Canadian Prevention Science Cluster Hub Director 
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Canadian  

Prevention  

Science  
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Question of the Month:  

Q: What are the specific goals of the CPSC Cluster?  

A: Specifically, we will: 
Collaborate with school and community partners on intervention and implementation research through 
four hubs that promote school-based prevention programming for youth. 

Provide a framework for a range of academic and community experts to contribute knowledge to and 
develop research on prevention for children and youth. 

Leverage membership in existing networks to maximize effective partnerships and enhance the  
impact of projects to national levels. Our partnership with PREVNet (a National Centre of Excellence 
ñNew Initiativeò dedicated to ñPromoting Relationships and Eliminating Violenceò) provides the  
opportunity to identify research partners with similar and complementary interests; have access to 
national organizations that facilitate knowledge transfer to the front lines; co-locate our national meet-
ing; and double opportunities for student involvement. 

Develop common assessment and evaluation procedures through strategic educationally based  
research partnerships, with an emphasis on implementation and sustainability.  

Provide opportunities for research trainees and students to be involved in complex systems  
approaches from a variety of vantage points. 

Disseminate strategies for effective network models through a range of stakeholders. 

   The Canadian Prevention Science Cluster 

(CPSC) brings together leading researchers and  

practitioners from across Canada who are dedicated 

to reducing violence and abuse and promoting healthy 

relationships among youth.  They bring specialized 

knowledge in bullying, dating violence, media  

violence, Aboriginal education, gender and  

aggression, policy development, and interactive  

technology approaches for engaging youth, as well as 

experience working within schools and communities in 

their region. 

   Our main objective is to merge existing networks 

and best practices across a range of domains that 

intersect at the point of effective and sustainable 

school- and community-based violence prevention 

initiatives. The CPSC will provide a forum through 

which experts in the areas of effective programming, 

implementation, impact evaluation, creating  

sustainable change, and youth engagement can come 

together to develop cohesive models by which 

schools, districts, and communities can effectively 

mobilize violence prevention initiatives. This strategic 

knowledge cluster will promote Canadian school-

based programs designed to teach students of all ages 

about healthy relationships and ways to reduce  

various forms of violence.  

   The cluster will promote a shift from reactive to   

proactive strategies concerning youth violence and 

abuse, and foster the implementation of specific and 

evidence-based strategies for creating healthy and 

non-violent school cultures. A critical component of our 

initiatives will focus on youth inclusion, engagement, 

and skill building strategies that are developmentally 

and culturally appropriate. The CPSC will ensure that 

these efforts are comprehensive, recognize the  

diversity of the community, and are coordinated and 

multi-faceted to reflect current knowledge derived from 

multiple disciplines. A fundamental overarching goal of 

the cluster is to generate many knowledge mobilization 

initiatives per project.  

VISION 
Five Pillars of 
the CPSC Vision 
Plan: 

Program development and 

evaluation 

Training and dissemination 

Aboriginal projects 

Student opportunities 

Knowledge creation 

 

 

EXPERTISE 
Researchers at 
regional hubs 
bring  
specialized 
knowledge in a 
variety of areas 

Bullying 

Dating violence 

Media violence 

Aboriginal education 

Gender and aggression 

Policy development 

Homophobia and LGBTQ 

Interactive technology 

approaches  

Engaging youth 

 
 
ORGANIZATION 
Hub Action Plans 
are key to  
ensuring cluster  
initiatives are 
met. 

Objectives 

Proposed Deliverables 

Knowledge Mobilization 

Activities 



Local Cluster Members 

Ontario and Non-Hub Provinces 

Claire Crooks 

The University of Western Ontario 

Peter Jaffe 

The University of Western Ontario 

Bruce Ballon 

University of Toronto 

John Cairney 

University of Toronto 

Deborah Chiodo 

CAMH Centre for Prevention Science 

Kathryn Graham 

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 

Paul Tremblay 

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 

Samantha Wells 

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 

Wendy Ellis 

The University of Western Ontario 

Ray Peters 

Queen's University 

Stehen Killip 

Thames Valley District School Board 

Helene Berman 

The University of Western Ontario 

Ray Hughes 

The University of Western Ontario 

Holly Johnson 

University of Ottawa 

Katreena Scott 

University of Toronto 

Jennine Rawana 

York University 

Caroline McIsaac 

CAMH Centre for Prevention Science 

Debra Pepler 

PREVNet, York University 

Brendan Andrade 

York University 

Jennifer Connolley 

University of Toronto 

Donald Wasylenki 

University of Toronto 

Stuart Auty 

The Canadian Safe Schools Network 

Wendy Craig 

PREVNet, Queen's University 

Ray Hughes 

University of Western Ontario 

Shanna Burns 

CAMH Centre for Prevention Science 

Dianne Thomson 

Doctoral Program, Ontario Institute  

for Studies in Education 

University of Toronto 

Andrew Judge, Masters student  

Faculty of Education, University of 

Western Ontario 

Katie Lizmore, Masters student 

Faculty of Education, University of 

Western Ontario 

Dr. David Wolfe 

Dr. David Wolfe, Cluster Director and Hub Coordinator for the Ontario Site 

COORDINATING HUB: 
University of Toronto, University of Western Ontario,  

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health Centre for Prevention Science 

Dr. David Wolfe is Professor of Psychology and Psychiatry at the University of 

¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ w./ /ƘŀƛǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH). His primary duties stem from his role as 

Head of the CAMH Centre for Prevention Science, which is a multi-disciplinary 

centre dedicated to prevention and health promotion research benefiting  

children and youth. His experience in forging partnerships with schools and 

communities for collaborative research on violence prevention is an essential 

asset for the proposed cluster.  

Dr. Wolfe has developed and evaluated universal school- and community-

based prevention programs on youth violence and risk behaviours, including a 

$2.1 million CIHR RCT to evaluate the Fourth R (completed in 2008). He has 

taught in the field of child and adolescent psychology for almost 30 years and 

has supervised graduate students and postdoctoral fellows.  

Areas of specialization and research: The effects of child abuse and neglect on  

relationship development among children and adolescents; developmental  

psychopathology; violence prevention with children and youth.  

Specific Issues:  Educational methods to aid children and youth in developing 

healthy, non-violent relationships, especially those with histories of abuse and  

neglect; theory testing of the impact of multiple forms of maltreatment upon  

adolescent development; educational programming to prevent adolescent  

violence and related risk behaviours. 

Contact Information:  

Dr. David Wolfe 

Centre for Prevention Science 

100-100 Collip Circle 

London, ON 

N6G 4X8 

Phone: 519-858-5144 

Fax: 519-858-5149 

Email: dawolfe@uwo.ca  

HUB HIGHLIGHTS: 
CAMH trained and implemented 

the Fourth R program in six US 

sites (New York, Rhode Island, 

Massachusetts, Kansas, Idaho, 

and Seattle) in partnership with 

the Start Strong campaign being 

administered by the Family Vio-

lence Prevention Fund in the 

United States.  Due to the suc-

cess of the implementation, we 

are training master trainers at 

each of our US sites to facilitate 

training sessions and further 

implement the program.  The 

Fourth R program is now in over 

1,200 schools across North 

America.  

Researchers and educators  

developed and implemented new 

programs, with support provided by 

a Public Health Agency of Canada 

grant, including a Media Violence  

workshop for parents and a  

relationship-based After-School 

Program for youth.  Workshops 

were held to train educators,  

parents and administrators to  

facilitate these programs. A series 

of media violence lesson plans 

have also been developed,  

educating youth on the dangers of 

media violence while providing 

them with critical media literacy 

skills.  

Authors developed the second edi-

tion of the Engaging and  

Empowering Aboriginal Youth: Tool-

kit for Service providers. The docu-

ment will be available for purchase 

in English and French in September 

2010.   

CAMH facilitated various initiatives 

for Aboriginal Youth, including  

Transition conferences, peer  

mentoring programs, and cultural 

leadership courses. In addition, a 

resource was developed for parents 

to help increase participant and 

engagement of Aboriginal parents 

and families in schools.  



Dr. Marie Battiste 

Hub Coordinator for the Saskatchewan Site 

Various trainings and workshops: Fourth R Teacher Training 

and threat Assessment Training, Annual Safe Schools Confer-

ence, and Parent Information Evenings addressing Media 

Violence.  

Before and After School Programs: 12 hour Relationship 

Building program for children and youth aged 10-14. Skills 

taught in the program include: healthy relationship skills, 

conflict resolution skills, and good bystander  

behaviour  

Alternatives to Violence Program: offered through the 

Saskatoon Health Region is intended to assist men and 

women in developing non-violent strategies to manage their 

personal, social and emotional experiences 

Roundtable Discussions on Violence Prevention  

Programs in Saskatchewan: opportunity to share  

information on promising practices and services  

available as well as lessons learned as we discuss ways to 

support our school-aged youth. 

The Culturally Sensitive Program: 18 week long program is 

specifically designed for  Aboriginal men who have been 

violent in their intimate relationships and includes Aboriginal 

traditions and ceremonies as part of the  

healing process.  

Research on Violence Prevention Programs  
in Saskatchewan Schools 
A study designed by Marie Battiste, Academic Director of the Aboriginal 

Education Research Centre 

A qualitative study of selected teachers in Saskatchewan whose schools have selected to  
implement The Fourth R Violence Prevention Program. Several versions are offered: Catholic,  
Aboriginal and Regular. The research asks teachers to determine what skills, knowledge and  
experience are necessary to effectively implement the Aboriginal adapted version of The Fourth R 
Violence Prevention Program with students in grades 7-12 (Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal). The 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ 
knowledge of Aboriginal students and perspectives, their comfort levels with teaching diverse 
groups of students, and the use of materials that include Aboriginal perspective and content will 
be addressed. The synthesized information will help to understand what skills and knowledge  
prospective teachers require before they are comfortable delivering Aboriginal content and  
perspectives. It will also provide the needed guidance to develop core and enrichment  
information in toolkits for these teachers. 

REGIONAL HUB:  

UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN 

HUB HIGHLIGHTS: Dr. Marie Battiste 

Local Cluster Members  

ǒ Suzanne Zwarych 

Prairie Coordinator 

ǒ Yvonne Vizina 

University of Saskatchewan 

ǒ Cecilia Reynolds 

University of Saskatchewan 

ǒ Tobi Jeans 

MSc. student in the School of 

Environment and Sustainability 

ǒ Yvonne Prusak 

Masters student in the  

Department of Geography and 

Planning 

ǒ Alexander (Alex) Tawpisim 

Teacher candidate at the  

College of Educationôs Indian 

Teacher Education Program 

Areas of specialization and research: 

Aboriginal Life Long learning 

Nourishing the Learning Spirit 

Decolonizing Aboriginal and university 

education  

Renewal and reconstruction of  

Aboriginal peoples' language and culture 

Protection of Aboriginal knowledge,  

heritage and culture 

Research and ethics involving Indigenous 

Peoples 

Research of Aboriginal teachers'  

experiences in Saskatchewan public 

schools 

Research of the retention and access of 

university of Aboriginal graduate students 

Ethnographic and historical studies of 

Indigenous education 

Contact Information: 
Aboriginal Education Research Centre 
University of Saskatchewan 
Department of Education 
28 Campus Dr. 
Saskatoon, SK S7N 0X1 
Tel: 306-966-7576 
Email: marie.battiste@usask.ca  



REGIONAL HUB:  

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Program Area:  

Human Development Learning 

and Culture (HDLC), School  

psychology (SCPS) 

Scholarly Interests:  

Social-emotional development, 

Bullying and Peer Harassment in 

Schools, Peer Relations and  

Loneliness, Gender and  

Aggression, School Psychology 

 

Contact Information 

Scarfe 2514, 2528 

University of British Columbia 

2125 Main Mall, 

Vancouver, BC, V6T 1Z4 

Phone: 604 822 6022 

Fax: 604 822 3302 

Email: shelley.hymel@ubc.ca 

Dr. Shelley Hymel is our Hub Coordinator for 

the British Columbia Site. She is Professor 

and Head of the Department of Educational 

and Counseling Psychology at UBC.   

The Department of Educational and  

Counseling Psychology consists of a  

community of scholars committed to the use 

and application of psychological foundations 

and research to understanding and solving 

human problems across the lifespan and in 

diverse contexts including famil ies,  

communities, schools, and workplaces 

5ǊΦ IȅƳŜƭΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ 

of  social and academic functioning in school

-age children, with the goal of understanding 

the processes involved in youth social  

development and using this information to 

develop effective means of supporting  

high-risk youth in educational settings.  

Most of her work is conducted through  

collaborative partnerships with local school 

and community agencies, as part of the  

Centre for Youth Social Development, a  

virtual centre whose mandate is άǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

the social and emotional development of 

children in schools and communities, one 

child at a time, and one classroom at a time, 

through resilience-based, multi-systemic and 

inclusive interventions that consider the 

child, the family and the classroom/school 

ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέΦ 

Her expertise covers social-emotional devel-

opment, bullying and peer harassment, and 

gender and aggression. She has collaborative 

partnerships with local school and commu-

nity agencies as part of the Centre for Youth 

Social Development, and has collaborated 

nationally and internationally on prevention 

of bullying and aggression. 

Dr. Shelley Hymel, Hub Coordinator for the British Columbia Site 

Dr. Shelley Hymel 

Local Cluster Members  

ǒ Margaret Jackson, Simon Fraser University 

ǒ Elizabeth Saewyc, The University of British 

Columbia 

ǒ Larry Haberlin, Vancouver School Board 

(Hub Educational Coordinator) 

ǒ Annie Smith, The McCreary Centre Society 

ǒ Lisa Pedrini, Vancouver School Board 

ǒ Bonnie Leadbeater, University of Victoria 

ǒ Kim Schonert-Reichl, UBC-Faculty of Educa-

tion 

ǒ Lina Darwich, Doctoral Program in Human 

Learning, Development & Education (hub 

student) 

ǒ Jessica Trach, Masters Program in School 

Psychology (hub student) 

HUB HIGHLIGHTS 
Participating in the design, 

conduct and dissemination of 

results of program evaluation 

research projects for a number 

of social-emotional learning 

prevention and intervention 

efforts - including Respect in 

Sport program, the Anti-

Discrimination Response 

Training Program, the 

Safeteen program, and school-

based efforts to address ra-

cism and discrimination based 

on sexual orientation  

Ongoing collaborations with two 

school districts (Vancouver and 

North Vancouver) over the past 

year in terms of helping the 

schools and districts to evaluate 

the efficacy of their social-

emotional learning efforts in the 

schools.  In collaboration with 

faculty colleagues from the  

University of the Fraser Valley, 

data has been collected from 12 

school districts from across the 

lower mainland of BC on the 

social experiences of secondary 

students.  The project has moved 

into the publication phase.  

Undertaking a knowledge  

translation project  with 

ñEducation.comò, an online  

resource for parents and teachers 

in the US, who have created a 

portal for academic scholars to 

contribute ñlay-friendlyò summaries 

of their peer-reviewed research. 

These reviews are then made 

available to online audiences 

around the world. The hub  

participated by helping to develop 

and launch the initial invitation and 

evaluation forms and criteria, 

providing student reviews of  

submitted articles and publishing 

their own work within this peer-

reviewed, online outlet.   


